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was brought to see the treasury of St. Mark at Venice, and still he looked down to the ground ; and being asked the reason, said he was looking to see whether the treasure had any root, so that if that were spent it would grow again, as his master's had. But howsoever it be of their treasure, certainly their forces have scarcely any or at least such a root as putteth forth very poorly.and root, slowly; whereas there is not in the world again such a spring and seminary of military people as in England, Scotland, and Ireland; nor of seamen as is this island and the Low Countries. So as if the wars should mow them down, yet they suddenly may be supplied and come up again.
A second reason is (and it is the principal) that if we truly consider the greatness of Spain it consisteth chiefly in their treasure, and their treasure in their Indies, and their Indies (both of them) is but an accession to such as are masters by sea. So as this axle-tree whereupon their greatness turns is soon cut a-two by any that shall be stronger than they at sea. So then you report yourself to their opinions and the opinions of all men, ene,-mies or whosoever; whether that the maritime forces of Britain and the Low Countries are not able to beat them at sea. For if that be, you see the chain is broken, from .shipping to Indies, from Indies to treasure, and from treasure to greatness.
The third reason (which hath some affinity with this second) is a point comfortable to hear in the state that we now are. Wars are generally causes of poverty and consumption. The nature of this war, you are persuaded, will be matter of restorative and enriching. So that, if we go roundly on with supplies and provisions at the first, the war in continuance will find itself. That you do but point at this and will not enlarge it.
Lastly, That it is not a little to be considered that the greatness of Spain is not only distracted extremely an4respects forbear to speak. Only you will say this, that Spain was thenes which each had expected from
